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Official forecasts for today Indicate that It

will be cloudy, with rain or snow.

The pistol is present In the Kentucky
Legislature, but it has not begun to

reduce the quorum.

Senator Peffer defers the Populists
triumph to 1900; the people will allow

them another century.

In his Presidential deliriums the un¬

easy boss imagines he sees a dozen

Mark Hannas in the field.

Paderewski owes his musical start to

Modjeska's patronage; his hair crop to

some partially evoluted ancestor.

An exchange is mistaken-McKinley
has not "swept New York;" neither has

Waring. Piatt, and other things, are

still here.

The Kentucky Legislature managed
to get through another week without
killing anybody or electing a United
States Senator.

Dr. Peters hung his wife because the

African laws allowed it, and now the

Germans propose to hang him foi > i«

ing to temptation.
New York delegates for McKlnley

will be the price of the Raines bill. Is

Governor Morton prepared to pay so

dearly for boss friendship?

When the vote is taken Spain will
ascertain that our self-constituted apol¬
ogists in the United States Senate are

in a small and compact minority.

The esteemed Tribune is so blinded
with rage over the political antics of

Mr Piatt that it is unable to detect the
financial straddle in the McKinley
platform.
Poor old Spain is rapidly growing

poorer in purse and meaner in spirit.
Her misrule and cruelty have lost all

her colonies in South America, and are

losing Cuba.

There is considerable commotion in

the Republican fat frying kitchen.
The pots are indulging in unpleasant
reflections concerning the complexions
of the kettles.

It appears that Blackburn was not

expecting to be re-elected. Hi3 cam¬

paign was planned to prevent the Ken¬
tucky Republicans engaging in Sena¬
torial cane grinding.

The celerity and informality with
which Fitzsimmons, or any other prize¬
fighter, can punch a conductor is coun¬

terbalanced by the ceremony with
which they avoid each other,

Mr. Tom Reed's policy of inactivity
and silence seems to have spread to
his following. When the Czar cannot
secure applause in his own House of
Representatives, it is time for him to
change his programme.

In case the Kentucky idea prevails
to any extent at St. Louis, the man¬

agers of the other booms may insist
that the hip pockets of Governor Brad¬
ley's candidacy be examined before it
is allowed to enter the convention.

NO MORE MANNA.
The Board of Health and the Raines

faction, and other of our stern grand¬
mothers, are trying to sweep the cold
joint and the savory stew from off the
face of the free-lunch counter. The
6aloon keepers are not disposed to de¬
fend the "institootion," for it is one of
the many taxes on their profits those
profits upon which all the wolves of all
the packs direct their gaze. Who is to
defend the interests of the nimble
luncher? Shall no word be said for
him? Is he outcast from human sym¬
pathy because he figures among the
distorted puppets in the collection of
?he comic paper?
As a matter of fact, the free lunch is
me of the earmarks of our kindly,
generous, broad-gauged American life.
A prosperous man, hurrying from one

business engagement to another, will
eat a gratuitous luncheon in a cafe
where only an hour before he paid for
a "small bottle and a dash of Angos¬
tura." The informality of the repast
¦uits his impatient mood; a half dollar
more or less means nothing to him,
but It is something to avoid the arith¬
metic of the kitchen, the tedious "and
fifteen makes fifty." To the poor immi¬
grant who explores the Bowery, the
free lunch seems a fulfilment of all his
dreams of the land of plenty. He for¬
gets to look for the golden pavements
when he gets a "square meal" when¬
ever any one treats him to a drink.
It is, indeed, in connection with the

pr ictice of treating that the free lunch
has its real use in the economy of na¬
ture. The police reports in English
newsyapers often tell the story of the
man o t of work arrested for drunken¬
ness, w'to pleads that it was "easier to
get a drink from a mate than the
price of a meal." In this country, the

careless good nature of the man who
will "stand treat" helps many an un¬

lucky laborer or hapless clerk to tide
over a "slack week." Must the free
lunch go? i

Senator Gray Is afraid the Nicara-
g-uan Canal could not be defended.
It would be easier to defend than to
dig.

"BENEFICENT LEGISLATION."
Mr. Piatt, who was supposed to be

entirely disinterested in the matter,
takes such a fatherly Interest in the
Raines bill that he has come all the
way to New York to explain the merits
of what he calls his "wise and benefi¬
cent legislation."
"The bill," says Mr. Piatt with placid

effrontery, "will furnish instant relief
to the taxpayers of the State. Every
one knows how hard it has been for the

farmers and small property holders
everywhere to get the money to pay
their taxes during the last four years
of Democratic hard times."
Of course, it will furnish Instant re¬

lief to the "farmers and small property
holders" to take a large proportion of
the excise money that rightfully be¬
longs to the city of New Tork and
hand It over to the worthy up-country
citizens who have found It so hard to

get money to pay their taxes with
during what the great statesman art¬

fully calls "the last four years of Dem¬
ocratic hard times."
That agreeable feature of Mr. Piatt's

"wise and beneficent legislation" Is ap¬

parent to every one who takes the
trouble to read It. It probably afforded
"instant relief" to Paul when Peter

was robbed In his Interest.
"Nor," says Mr. Piatt, can the Raines

bill "be used for or against any politi¬
cal party, or for or against any in¬

dividual, whether that Individual be

poor or whether that Individual be
rich. It is the most distinct advance
to a higher plane of government in

State affairs, and in local affairs as

well, that New York has ever known.
It serves the very highest Interests of
true temperance Reform, while it is In
no sense a sumptuary law. It inter¬
feres with no man's eating, and it does

not strive to regulate any man's drink¬

ing. It is a bill to reduce the amount

of poverty and crime throughout the

State, and to greatly Increase the sum

of human happiness among its citi¬

zens."
Now It does not take an X ray to

show us that giving one of Mr. Piatt's

Republican dummies entire control of
the liquor business of the State, and
incidentally of the enormous patronage
which, as we explained yesterday, al¬

ways goes with it, will create a politi¬
cal machine of gigantic power, and one

that the Republican leaders will not

scruple to employ with deadly effect on
the first Tuesday after the first Mon¬
day In November. It would, however,
require a very elaborate system of X
rays to reveal a single clause that Is

likely to reduce the amount of poverty
and crime throughout the State* or to
Increase the sum of human happiness
among its citizens.
But Mr. Piatt is right fn one point.

The Raines bill, as he truthfully says,
"Interferes with no man's eating." It
also allows citizens to wear mittens on

cold days, and to attend roller skating
rinks whenever they want to. On the
whole, the bill has its good features,
and so, for what we are about to re¬

ceive, may the Lord make us truly
thankful.

Up to the present time both the gold
and the silver Republicans refuse to
nibble at the cheese in the financial
trap set by the Ohio Republicans.

THE BERMUDA SAILED.
Neutrality laws have not been vio¬

lated in the sailing of the Bermuda, It
is true that she is supposed to be bound
for Cuba, Doubtless it is true, also,
that she is loaded with arms and am¬

munition In the sealed afterhold, as

she is known to be in the forehold.
She has a crew of thirty men. Her
cabin is filled with sympathizers in
the insurgent cause, and she may carry
many others, concealed, who are known
only to the leaders of the enterprise.
But granting all of this and more, and
recognizing all of the suspicions against
the vessel, there is still not enough evi¬
dence to arrest her as a filibuster. In
all respects her clearance at this port
is regular. She sailed under a British
flag, bound for Vera Cruz and other
Mexican ports.
Even if Minister De Lome should

have filed a complaint with the At¬
torney-General at Washington against
the Bermuda, she could not have been
seized and held on the evidence. Ves¬
sels carrying arms and ammunition In
their cargoes do not necessarily violate
the laws of neutrality, and cannot
therefore be seized and held. The law
defines with clearness and detail what
constitutes a warlike vessel liable to
capture. If the Bermuda is a filibuster,
bound for Cuba to assist the Insur¬
gents, her officers have cleverly con¬

cealed the fact, and thus evaded, not
violated, the law.
The chief cause for the capture of

such a vessel is that she carries men
In excess of her regular crew. That is
not the case with the Bermuda. Hence
It was useless to rp-enact the fiasco
of seizing, trying and discharging her
again, on even less evidence than the
authorities had before when the same
vessel was captured. This country is
not assisting Spain to wage war

against the Cubans. It Is observing the

ordinary, well-defined laws of neutral¬
ity, according1 to their letter, but with
much vexation of spirit, because the
sentiment of the people is for Cuban
freedom.

Those'Republican Presidential candi¬
dates who are striving so hard to cap¬
ture the colored delegates should place
a few on the delegations from their
own States. Certainly Mr. Piatt will
be able to find a few colored brothers
who will be glad of the opportunity to

go to St. Louis and vote for Mr. Mor¬
ton. Why waste time and money on

the colored delegates in Florida and
Georgia, when they can be so easily
obtained in New York?

THE KENTUCKY CONTEST.
It is ridiculous to the country, shame¬

ful for Kentucky, and pitiful in the

eyes of the civilized world that Senator
Blackburn should be able to wage the
contest that is now disgracing Ken¬

tucky. It is one of the inexplicable
mysteries of politics that some men

may become so interested that they
will risk their own lives, and jeopardize
the lives of others, to put a politician
in an office that he neither deserves to

get nor graces by holding.
This bitter contest In Kentucky Is

not one of principle. Another Demo¬
crat might have been elected if Senator
Blackburn had not waged political war
for a place. He repudiated the plat¬
form of his party, and although he

obtained pledges from a majority of
the members of his party elected to

the Legislature, he did not obtain suffi¬
cient votes, even after the caucus nom¬

ination, to Insure a majority of Demo¬
crats on joint ballot. It seems impos¬
sible for him to secure the election, but
he prolongs the contest and embitters

personal enmities till men are ready
to kill each other that he may obtain a

salary of $5,000 a year.
Senator Blackburn is an able and a

kindly man. He does not need the
salary at so dreadful a sacrifice, and
he is not justified in inciting men's
passions in such a contest. It is pass¬
ing belief, almost, that he would allow

it, or that the sensible members of the
Kentucky Legislature would submit to

it. It would be more honorable for
him and more sensible for them to

stop it.

There are McKinley buttons and
Reed buttons in circulation in Northern
New York, but the Morton button is as

hard to find as the runaway collar
button.

A USEFUL LEGACY.
George Vanderbilt Is not a visionary

Socialist nor a luxurious sybarite. He
is a sensible, earnest young man, with
an idea that he can be of service to the
people of North Carolina during life,
and after death leave a legacy to them,
and to the world, that will make his
name famous. He has 95,000 acres of
land in his estate of Biltmore, near

Asheville, N. C., on which he has es¬

tablished models for all sorts of indus¬
tries and avocations which can engage
the attention or promote the welfare
and wealth of a farmer. These are ob¬
ject lessons in art, architecture, agri¬
culture, forestry, viticulture, dairying,
road making, and other useful sciences
necessary or helpful to the farmer, pro-,
vlded with the utmost benevolence on

the best plans of modern science for
the guidance and instruction of those
who need them most.
His theory is that farming will pay.

He does not believe that farming is un¬

profitable because the land is worn

out, but because the people are worn

out. He intends to prove.in fact, he
has proved already.that the land of
North Carolina, even, is all ri£ht if
brains are applied to its cultivation.
Biltmore is an object lesson of the ap¬

plication of brains. The grounds were

laid out by Frederick Law Olmstead,
the buildings were designed and erect¬
ed by Richard M. Hunt. As an exhibi¬
tion of landscape gardening Biltmore
is unsurpassed, and the architect has
made buildings which, for their respec¬
tive uses, excel any buildings in the
world. All of these houses, and the de¬
partments which they represent, are

under the supervision of experts. They
include Germans, Frenchmen, Italians,
Englishmen and Americans, the pay¬
roll embracing more than 1,000 names,
many of them men of science from uni¬
versities, and all of them having su¬

perior knowledge or skill in their re¬

spective departments. Mr. Vanderbilt
proposes to finish the work on the plan
he has inaugurated for Biltmore, and
then leave it equipped and endowed as

a legacy to the public.

What will it profit the New York Re¬
publicans to adopt the sound money
resolutions if the McKinleyites get the
delegates?

After Hon. Benjamin Harrison Is
through with a very important New
York event, it may be that he will find
some time to devote to the SL Louis
Convention.

In the Buffalo hunt for St Louis del¬
egates the McKinley sharp-shooters
succeeded in picking off a pair of
plump ones "right under the noses of
Piatt and Morton." Again it is proper
to remark that there is nothing the
matter with Hanna.

A high tariff and cheap money are1
proper running mates. Both -are arti¬
ficial devices for producing prosperity,
a-id both are conspicuous failures in
that line. They may win temporary
victories, but in the end the common
sense of the American people will pre-!

Mufat Halstead
on the Gubaft Crisis.

Friends whose good opinion I very much
value continue to write expressing dissent
from conclusions as to Cuba stated in my
report to the Journal on the situation of
the people and the possibilities of the war

wasted Island, which is by nature one of
the choicest possessions In the world, and
I give to the public a letter just received
from one with whom I have often sympa¬
thized in conflicts over the great questions
that Involved the rights of man and the
welfare of the Republic.

Indianapolis, Ind., March 13, 1896.
My Dear Mr. Halstead.The Indianapolis News

of yesterday republishes your letter in the New
York Journal on Cuban annexation. I regard your
position on that question untenable. For my part
I can see no good reason for our having Cuba.
That island as an independent nation, and Its
people, our friends as well as neighbors, would
certainly be of, far more value to us than to have
it as one of our States. I think we have now

about all the territory we can conveniently
manage. You remember that Rome's large area

of territory had to do with her downfall about
as much as anything else. With Cuba as an

independent nation, and also a tributary one to
our trade and commerce, and with recipropity,
she would lend us a mighty helping hand. Hence
it would be in her own Independence as a nation,
and not as one of the stars In our own national
galaxy of States, that we would, If at all, be
the real gainers. You say that "Cuba Is a

mortgaged plantation," etc., and If so, why should
we want to have It? Her mortgagee Is Spain,
and are we to assume her debt, or to repudiate
it? To do either would not seem to be » very
good national policy on our part If, as you Bay,
"Cuba is a farm that Spain has borrowed
money on," etc. Could we also repudiate that
debt still? It seema to me that your whole line
of argument In favor of Cuban annexation is
bad. Had we not, after all, better let Cuba
alone, and attend a Uttle more closely to some¬

thing nearer home ?
My old friend, I have, as you know, in years

gone by, sat at your feet as one did once at
those of Gamaliel, and learned wisdom, but now
on this question of Cuban annexation I must seek
another instructor. Hoping you are enjoying
good health, I remain, as ever, your friend,

W. H. LANCASTER.
In the report to the New York Journal re-

produced by the Indianapolis News and
largely quoted and much commented on, as

I am glad to hear, It was my endeavor to
deal with those concerned "with malice
toward none and charity to all".that Is,
in a spirit of Justice to all.

I am not sure of the better way of ad¬
justing the debts Spain made in conquering
the island and charged to it, but if we paid
off the mortgage and imparted the ele¬
ment of freedom, our return In riches
would be ample. The history of Rome
troubled me only when I was a youth, and
the annexation of Cuba would help us to
take care of what we have got.
The four centuries' history of the Island,

tht> most ancient civilization in the Amer¬
ican world, and the people as they are
now, have Interested me intensely, and
have been studied with sincerity.

I find that the people of Cuba have
grievances that make imperative their re¬

sistance to the continuance of the distinc-
tion of being the Itfst of the Spanish colo-1
nies of America.and I 6ay this with
no hostility toward Spain. She is better
off, as she Is ruled, because she has lost
the rest of her wonderful American find,
including the whole continental coast of
the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific coast
from California to Patagonia, and the
islands that have been separated from her
sovereignty, and they have been gainers
by declaring and making good their Inde¬
pendence. The teaching of this history
of Spanish dominion and disunion Is true,
and the logic of It In the case of Cuba is
clear, binding, and as irresistible as It is
unmistakable. Spain and Cuba should be
free from each other. Each could have
peace and prosperity.be infinitely better
off.if the association that has become
unfortunate to both could be dissevered at
once and forever. They are interlocked In
the deadly embrace of fatal war, and if
there could be a friendly abandonment of
this fatality each would be happier and
more prosperous than for a century.
The policy of the United States should,

in my judgment, in the most serious and
decorous way consistent with the urgency
of earnestness, be directed to secure this
severance.
General Weyler, In my opinion, Is a very

able man, and there Is no doubt he has
shown severe firmness and striking ca¬
pacity In the proceedings of his first month
as Captain-General and Governor-General
of - Cuba. I hope not to incur the ill-will
of the patriots of Cuba, but am bound In
candor to say they generally believe a
good many things of this man that In my
estimation of the evidence are incredible
and impossible. Whether General Weyler is
a great military man remains to be seen.
He was certainly a dashing and dangerous
officer and returned to Cuba as the master
of the Spanish forces with a reputation for
ferocity that amounted to fame for sav¬
agery. The ultra Spanish faction thought
Campos too gentle to be efficient. The fail¬
ure of Weyler will not be charged to that
and will be far more significant.Indeed,
revolutionary. .

I say the failure of Weyler because he
has already failed in a promise that he
was pleased to make. It has been denied,
but he personally told me substantially the
same. It was that March 15 (mark the date)
he would be positively able to report great
results.decisive results. Now these were:

1. He would force the Insurgents by con¬
stant pressure and incessantly seeking com¬
bats, out of the provinces of Penal del Rio,
Havana and Matanzas.the western half
of the island.that has been sorely rav¬
aged within the last three months, but was
unscathed throughout the ten years' war of
1868 and 1878. The Captain-General was
good enough to point out the place where
he "had them," and where they must go
as he "oriented them," that is, drove them
eastwardI

2. This concentration and energetic use
of the Spanish forces.of which General
Weyler has said frequently he had enough
to go anywhere and do anything.was to be,
In his opinion, so far efficacious by the mid¬
dle of March that cane could be ground
everywhere In the Island west of Matanzas
.that is, the centre.and it Is precisely this
portion of the country that contains the
richest sugar plantations. There Is no mis¬
taking the issues of time and fact In this
understanding, or of avoiding the test that
the Captain-General has set up for himself.
We have the answer already. He has failed
to save the portion of the sugar crop that
the torch has spared; and It does not mat¬
ter chiefly what the tax on sugar farms and
on the sugar exported is, or whether the
resources of Spanish revenue will be de¬
stroyed or not. There is a deeper, graver
question than that.and it Is whether the
sugar business Is perishing. Whether under
existing conditions It has not passed away I
Right alongside that is the tobacco ques¬

tion.and it should be remembered that In
the strange politics of Cuba 6ugar is held
to be the friend of Spain and tobacco the
helper of Cuba. Well, the tobacco crop is
very largely lost. The finest wbac :o fields
on the earth are in the west end of Cuba
and the most celebrated west o£ Hav-

ana, and they have been devastated,
trampled by the insurgent cavalry and the
Spanish columns, and deserted by laborers
and ruinously neglected. It has been the
misguided policy of the rulers of Cuba to
make the production of sugar and tobacco
almost monopolize the industries of the isl¬
and. Instead of a protective system, or
even a friendly regard for manufactories,
the Cubans have been forced to accept the
articles manufactured in Spain. When
sugar and tobacco fail at once, therefore,
it means a degree of destruction of per¬
sonal interests inconceivable in the affairs
of this country.

It was with this sweeping disaster plainly
ahead.already, indeed, bitterly experienced
.that the deputations representing the
sugar Interests crowded around General
Weyler and implored and Insisted that
there should be a time fixed when, If ever,
the cane grinders could be protected, and
he committed himself to March 15, about
as late a day as he could venture to name.
He is unable to keep his word, and this
Is not the Key West and Tampa news so
furiously discredited by Spain. It Is the
bottom fact of the military and economic
conditions of Cuba. Doubtless Spain could,
as Spaniards say, endure the decline of
revenue from sugar and tobacco, and It Is
true, as the Spanish Minister says, that of
the $26,000,000 annual revenue from Cuba
$18,000,000 is from customs, but the loss
of the nearly $100,000,000 a year, market
value, of sugar and tobacco crops is not
merely a vacuum In the public treasury
of the amount of the taxes, It Is the obliter¬
ation of the capital active In the Industries
of the Island and the abolition of business
Itself, and that Is the point to which all
material tendencies in Cuba drift irrecov¬
erably.
Now they may talk of the sym¬

pathies or otherwise of the United
States.of the granting or refusal of
belligerent rights by the Great Re¬
public with or without knowledge of a seat
of independent government in the Island.
of the debates in our Congress and the ec¬
centric threats of the Spaniards that they
will go to "war with the Yankees" and
"lay New York in ashes," as some bellicose
asses have threatened.probably when well
dosed with rum.but the crisis which is to
be decisive in Cuba will be the business col¬
lapse.and I fancy that may be precipitated
by the failure of General Weyler to keep
his engagement with the sugar makers and
cannot be indefinitely delayed.
There is no other prospect, and I do not

care what the Havana or the Tampa, the
Madrid or Washington news is, for any
other termination of the war than that of a

general catastrophe. General Weyler can¬
not occupy the jvhole island. If 50,000 more
soldiers were sent.as may be done by call¬
ing out the Spanish reserves.still he eould
not conquer the people on 40,000 square
miles. The natives of the island who are
for the Spanish cause, unless they are sur¬
rounded by the armies of Spain, are scarce
and not Important. The Spaniards who be¬
lieve that in the country the people would
rise up for Spain If the raiding rebels were
driven away are deluded. Spain has no
real friends In Cuba but her soldiers, and
not all of them can be counted on under
all circumstances.
The insurgents cannot stand In battle

array before the massed columns of Spain,
and the military genius of Gomez is shown
in his consummate campaigns of evasion.
He is in his seventy-third year, and if he
comes out of this war, as he has conducted
It against extraordinary odds, or is killed
to-day, his march of 600 miles through the
length of Cuba, beset by vastly superior
forces, and his successful evasion of them
and the accomplishment of his purposes as

a destroyer, will be famous for all time
merely as a military operation; but he can¬
not hold any important place in the moun¬
tains or by the sea permanently, or drive
the Spaniards from the soil on which they
may have spread their encampments,
though he can use the rest of the domain
for war purposes.
This is to say the war goes on, and the

business depression will culminate in a

comprehensive crash. The 50,000 volun¬
teers of the island.the rolls show 63,000
men, but 50,000 is about the number of ef¬
fectives.represent the escape of Spanish
conscripts through theCuban militia service
and the acceptance, at rates far below
those that would prevail In a free country,
of the business situations In Cuban cities-
business and situations that the war is
causing to disappear In the general wreck.
These men keep their guns in their houses
and represent the drilled and armed phys¬
ical force in the towns, as the organized
and equipped insurgents do in the country.
The volunteers have more than once de¬
posed Captains-General and may do so

again. They hold the balance of power and
some day must assert themselves.
The Spaniards and Cubans entangled in

war are in the rapids, helplessly under way
to shoot their Niagara, and all the Ameri¬
cans and Europeans on the shores of the
two worlds cannot stop them. When the
crash comes below the cataract we shall
expect the volunteers to take such action
as may seem to them to be most consistent
with their Instincts of self-preservation,
and thi3 must be in the direction of the
autonomy of Cuba.the liberation of the
people thereof.and the only refuge, it
seems to me, is ultimately in the United
States, the only possible condition being
that of self-government as one of our

States.and I believe the Cubans competent
to do their duty as American citizens.that
the white race will, of course, continue to
be the predominant factor of the popula¬
tion and that the intelligence, courage and
general capacity of the black people-
those who are of the color of my friend,
Mr. Lancaster, of Indianapolis will main¬
tain the position which they have rapidly
attained since their emancipation and that
they will be a credit and example to their
race and an object lesson of profound In¬
terest and value to us, and that the splen¬
dor of Cuba as a State would speedily
lead all opponents captive.

MURAT HALSTEAD.

Is Now Convalescent,
[Detroit Tribune.]

The latest story has it that Liberty, after

being seen bleeding in the streets by Senator

Vest, rose and made her way to her residence
unassisted. "

An Oversight.
[Chicago Tribune.]

Nobody, by the way, has ever accused. Russell
Harrison of being a favorite son.

The Macedonian Voice.
[Detroit Tribune.]

The Macedonian voice shows that its tech¬
nique, at least, has nob been impaired by years.

New York the One.
[Florida Times-Union.]

When New York and Brooklyn become one,
you can safely wager that New York will be the
one.

Mr. Poraker's Peal.
[Detroit Tribune.]

We observe that Mr. Foraker has executed a

very harmonious peal upon the welkin.

Not Reported.
[Detroit Tribune.]

It la stated that the Sultan has Instituted
more reforms, but the number of killed and
wounded is not reported,

"Matie Deloche"
Oh, lady with the past! Thou art not dead.

Thou art not even gone before. Fondly did
we dream of the wild, hilarious cancan
danced upon thy grave* Mortal error I
Weeping disappointment! Foolish folks
trotted thee forth at the Garden Theatre
last night, and we smiled irreverently In the
midst of our dire and grievious anguish.
Oh, lady with the past! Kill thyself! Com¬
mit suicide, and put us out of our misery.
Or else get thee to a nunnery.anywhere,
anywhere out of our sight.
And really, that Is exactly what I believe

she will be forced to do. Her appearance at
the Garden Theatre was, as they say em¬

phatically and inelegantly on the Rialto,
"the limit." She burst upon us un-dead and
vigorous in a play called "Marie Deloche,
said to be the work of Alphonse Daudet and
Leon Hennlque, and "adapted".oh, luckless
adaptation.by Harrison Grey Flske. A
futile effort was made by this gentleman to
convince us that his lady with the past.of
whom he seemed to be rightly ashamed.
was not the common or garden creature who
rushes on In a black dress, but a Thack¬
eray's Becky Sharp. He made Paulde Brives,
one of his most slovenly characters, say this.
It was a libel upon poor Becky Sharp, for
Marie Deloche was one of the most ordinary
naughty ladies we have seen. She was nei¬
ther bright, entertaining nor clever. And
she wore a) black dress, too.
What the original Daudet-Hennique play

was does not, unhappily, concern us. We
must treat "Marie Deloche" as we found
her last night at the Garden Theatre*
pitchforked Into banal English, villainous¬
ly staged, and, as a rule, badly acted,. Mr.
Flske showed us the Incomprehensible love
of Marcel Nattier for the mendacious
Marie, who had lived with a "gent" called
Jacques Olivier, and who, in the fond and
precious belief that he was dead, advised
herself to marry this Marcel. His poor
French mother was terribly put out at the
match, and declared herself in good old
antique terms.
"You are no longer a son of mine!" cried

the wretched woman. "Henceforth I have
no son."
What can* we think of a gentleman who

permits himself to dally with Alphonse
Daudet with a stock of originality that in¬
cludes such hopelessly hackneyed language?
Throughout the play the characters talk
as they talked years and years ago, when
the Bowery was young, and never once
was a luminous thought or a felicitous
phrase expressed. And to render the lady
with a past even tolerable in this fin de
salson, some literary deftness.and a good
deal of it, by the bye.is absolutely neces¬
sary. We declined to recognize Mrs. Ebb-
smith, photographed by the master pen of
Arthur Wing Pinero, because we were
so heartily sick of the whole dismal and
over-rated question. How, then, could
a-block-from-Broadway audience be ex¬
pected to give even a polite hearing to
"Marie Deloche," in the telling of whose
life trie most hopelessly mediocre adapter's
Intelligence was set to work.
There was not a character in the entire

play that had been adapted to- even a faint
degree of human Interest. The jeune fille
was pallid and tepid; the priest irreverent
and stupid and parodied; the mother a
ridiculous old wailer, without even the
conventional attribue of dowager-like
dignity; Paul de Brives disgusting in
an unintelligible frivolity, and Mere
Andre loquacious without being even
temporarily amusing. A more unpar-
donably loveless crowd I never remem¬
ber seeing. They were expatriated. They
had been brought to Madison avenue straight
from France, and planted there to do the
best they could in the bllzzard-ous atmos¬
phere. Mr. Fiske left them in the lurch
and had the Impudence to tell us that he
had "adapted" them. It was even difficult
to follow the play. It was a very long
time before anybody realized that Marie
was Indulging In the hackneyed pastime of
a double life. She talked a great deal.
Marcel also talked a great deal. Everybody
talked a great deal.and a great deal of the
sort of rubbish modern New York audiences
will never endure. The explanations were
made slowly and clumsily, as though the
characters themselves felt the Indignity of
their position.
And their French utterances! They In-

dulged in an occasional "Mong Jul" with a
recklessness that betrayed desperation.
They spoke of "bong tons" with the last
reluctant fervor of the hunted antelope
brought to bay. And there were "mou-
seers" and "mounseers" and "messeers"
enough to stock a fifty-cent American table
d'hote restaurant making a proud bid for
the patronage of South Fifth avenue and
Bleecker street.
And this was the occasion that brought

back the sweet and clever little actress we
knew as Minnie Maddern. Wasn't it wick¬
ed? Minnie Maddern has been absent from
our stage for a long time, and goodness
knows we could ill afford to lose her. Just
as our hopes have been excited by the an¬
nouncement of her return to the boards she
treats us to "Marie Deloche." If anything,
however, could have atoned for the play
(nothing could), it would have been the act¬
ing of this little actress, who was pro¬
grammed as "Mrs. Fiske." There was

something ingenuous and" delightfully un¬

usual about her work. She was natural and
always agreeable, and she failed only w hen
she tried to imitate the rapid utterances of
Sarah and Duse. The English language
does not lend itself to that sort of thing, and
Minnie Maddern will probably discard this
silly trick from her future efforts. For she
will make future efforts, and many, of them,
I sincerely trust.

I hesitate at the painful task of alluding
to the other members ol the cast. It is
too harrowing, and life is full of cares.

James Neill as Marcel was perhaps the
least objectionable, but I prefer him as the
hero of six-act and seventeen-tableaux melo¬
drama. Mr. Albert Grau wa funny only
when he said "Mong Ju!" His Parisian
humor otherwise was of the uncooked and
indigestible order. Miss Ida Waterman as

Marcel's mother, was enough to have made
the unfortunate gentleman sing "What is
home with such a mommer';" and Miss
Helen Macbeth failed in the simplest sort
of Ingenue part. A giant, who had evi¬
dently escaped from a Fourteenth street
museum, played the servant's part, and
dwarfed his betters, while Miss Mary Mad¬
dern did her best to ruin the role of Mere
Andre.
As Miss Minnie Maddern paid her adapter-

husband the absurdly unnecessary compli¬
ment of wearing and airing his name on

the programme.after a lifetime devoted to
the task of making her own public.it would
have beefi at least gracious on his part to
buy the poor little woman some real flow¬
ers. The laughter caused by the imitation
orchids, when Mere Andre asked in fervid
tones if they were real, was the only
amusement the evening contained. And it
was pitiful and ill-bred amusement.

ALAN DALE.

What They Left Him.
[Detroit >*ews.]

We imagine that when King Prempeh returns
to his home and takes an inventory of what
Great Britain has left him, he will find that he
baa nothing to arbitrate but his mother-in-law
and a cracked cook stovo

Victoria's Kinsmen in
the Lebaudy Case.

Of all the gang of adventurers now on
trial at Paris in connection with the Le¬
baudy conspiracy case, there are only two
whose nobility Is of an absolutely unim¬
peachable char- »

acter, namely,
the Counts Ul-
rlc and Joseph
de Civry, who
on their fath¬
er's side are

descended from
one of the
most ancient
and illustrious
houses of tho
French aristoc¬
racy, while
through their Ulric de Civry.
mother they are descended from that sover¬

eign house of Brunswick to which Queen
Victoria and her Hanoverian ancestors owe
their origin.
It was while in England that the Duke of

Brunswick, grandfather of Ulric and
Joseph, contracted what, according to some,
was merely a liaison, according to others a

secret marriage, with the Honorable Miss
Colville, daughter of Admiral Lord Col-
ville, and when on the termination of his
minority he proceeded to Brunswick to as¬

sume the reins of government, he took
her with him and established her at the
ducal chateau of Wedessen, in the suburbs
of his capital, where he visited her every
day frequently, driving with b ? through
the streets of the city. Soon afterward
she gave birth to a little girl, who was

christened at the parish church of Ahlum
and entered upon the register as Count¬
ess Marie Colmar, the Duke and hi3
younger brother signing their names, the
one as father, the other as sponsor. Some
years later the mother quarrelled with
the Duke, It is said, on account of his
failure to legalize her situation, and re¬

turned to England, leaving the little girl
with her father. When he was deposed and
driven out of the country by his subjects
he took his daughter with him, and at her
confirmation in the Protestant Church of
the Louvre at Paris, he again signed the

register as her father.
But Countess Marie had the misfortune

to fall in love with a Comte De Civry,
who, in addition to his being penniless,
possessed the further disadvantage in the

eyes of the Duke of being a Catholic, and
when she at length eloped with the Count
and married him, he discarded her. He
never relented, and when he died it was

discovered that he had left his fortune,
amounting to some $9,000,000, together with
his assortment of ninety wigs and peer¬
less collection of precious stones, to the

city of Geneva.
In coarse of time Duke William died, leav¬

ing his property to his relative, the Duke of

Cumberland, and to his intimate friend, the

King of Saxony.. The Comtesse de Civry
died, too, and since then her claims have
been pressed by her three sons, one of
whom died about two years ago. It was

fortunate that be disappeared when he did,
since otherwise he would, in all probability,
have been taken into custody on a charge of
falsification of public documents. As it Is,
his younger brother, now being tried for

blackmail, barely escaped the danger, and

there is no doubt that in the present legal
difficulties in which tlhey have become in¬

volved, their connection with the falsifica¬
tion and downright forgery of the Civry will
documents will weigh heavily against them
in the eyes of both court and jury.
In May, 1891, the Counts de Civry an¬

nounced that they had discovered In the

archives of the British Musenm, In London,
the documents needed to substantiate their

pretensions, and they produced duly au¬

thenticated copies thereof, sworn to before
a notary and witnessed by the German
Consul in London. On the strength of

these document they obtained from the

Supreme Court of Appeal of the German

Empire a decree solemnly declaring that the

blood relationship between the late Com¬
tesse de Civry aud Duke Charles of Bruns¬

wick had been of legitimate and perfectly
authentic character.
Alarmed by this decree, and by the pros¬

pect of being forced to refund a portion of

the vast sum it bad inherited from the

Duke, the city of Geneva sent lawyers to
London to In¬
vestigate and
examine the
d o c u m e n ts
stated to have
been found In
the British
Museum. A
careful search
laid bare the
fact that the
documents so

elaborately pro¬
duced and at¬
tested were not

Joseph, de Civry. and had never

been in the British Museum. The fact
was sworn to by the directors of that
famous institution. Further Investigation
brought to light that either the Counts do
Civry or their representatives had placed a

bogus parchment among the pages of a1
genealogical work belonging to the Museum
and dealing with the royal house of Bruns¬
wick, and that the notary, as well as the
delegates of the German and French con¬
sulates in London, had been called to offi¬
cially witness Its presence and also its con¬
tents. Neither they nor the notary seems

to have observed that it did not bear the
official stamp with which every document In
the British Museum Is marked, and appar¬
ently they took It for granted that the parch,
ment was part and parcel of the genealog¬
ical work. As soon as they had given no¬
tarial testimony of its presence in the vol¬
ume the De Clvrys removed it; hence, no
trace remains of It in the library of the Brit¬
ish Museum. This piece of sharp practice
on the part of the Counts was at once placed
on the official record by the Swiss envoy tot
the Court of St. James, and shortly after¬
ward the German courts annulled their de¬
cree in favor of the legitimacy of the De
Clvrys.
The two younger Counts, after figuring as

journalists, attached themselves to the for.
tunes of "Le Petit Sucrier," or "Little Su-
gar Bowl," as the late Max Labaudy was

called, and seem to have taken advantage
of the confidential position which they oc¬

cupied to participate in the scoundrelly at-

tempts that were made to extort money
from the young millionaire. It is a sad
sndlng for the Counts de Civry, whose
nobility, as far as their father's name and
title are concerned, Is perfectly authentio.
But, after all, it is not so astonishing, slna*
their grandfather, Duke Charles of Bruns-
jvick, was repeatedly arrested by the Paris
police In their raids in the most famous
quarters of the «'fty, and there is no doubt
that he would have suffered all kinds of le¬
gal penalties had it not been for the
royal character of his rank, and for the fact
that prior to the coup d'etat he had loaned
to Napoleon III. eome of the money which
was necessary to render It a. success,


